








At last—the night we have been waiting for is here! In other words our 
clash with Coventry in the Knock-Out Cup Semi-Final. Our present form is 
not all that good that we can afford to take any chances—we shall do our 
utmost to qualify for the Final. Win or lose it will be a battle to the very last 
yard of the very last race. The Coventry performances this year have been 
surprisingly good; already they hold a commanding position in the League, so 
we are fully aware of our tremendous task, but I am a little confident that we 
can reproduce the form which gave us such a convincing win when the Bees 
were here on the 29th August. So tonight. I look to the’ boys to stem this 
Midland invasion. 


Next Saturday we are back to our usual race night when Sheffield journey 
south. ['am:sure we shall see a very much improved team to what they were 
early on in the Season, by gum, we need these two League points badly. 
Supporting the Sheffield match we have sidecar racing. It seems ages since last 
we staged this. It looks like being a lively affair. There will be two Heats 
and*a Final—all this is in addition to our usual Second Half Events. 

Congratulations to the 1966 World Champion. Our prospect of bringing 
back to England the World Championship Title was not very rosy when I 
helped strap Barry’s shoulder on the 
afternoon of the Meeting at Gothen- 
berg. The Champ. rode magnificently, 
never putting a foot wrong and thor- 
oughly deserved the title. Both Sverre 
Harrfeld and Ivor Mauger were out- 
standing: Sverre rode brilliantly—at 
last overcoming the nervous tension 
which so frequently is the trouble on 
big occasions. Mauger could well have 
finished runner-up had he used a lower 
gear in his early races. 





BARRY BRIGGS 
World Champion 1966 


We are getting near the closing date of our 1966 Season, but there are some 





attractive Fixtures to be played, terminating with another super Firework 
Display on 24th October. 

Buzzing along the grapevine is the usual yarn that so and so is retiring 
and will not be returning next Season. All I can say is that I shall be the 
first to know, so at the moment bury such stories in the dustbin where the 
Speedway “ knockers ” are squatting at the moment. 

Good racing, especially when we meet again next Saturday. 





The happy Coventry Bees, winners of the Midland Cup, to whom we offer 
firstly—our congratulations (on reaching the semi-final of the Knock-Out Cup) and 
secondly—our hopes that they do nor reach the Final ! 


—REMEMBER— 
IT IS FIREWORK NIGHT 


Monday 24th October 








MORE NEW FANGLED NONSENSE ? 


Well, where were you, you miserable lot, last Monday? Sitting at home 
watching television we suppose! Serves you right, because you missed seeing 
the Dons get their sweet revenge for the thrashing they had received a few 
days earlier from Edinburgh. 


If you are guided only by the score it seems that we gave Edinburgh quite 
a whopping, but speedway racing is a funny old business and the score was 
rather misleading. 


Wimbledon deserved to win, no doubt about that, but Edinburgh deserved 
a smaller difference between the points because they fought hard and strong 
all the way and although they lost races they lost only by the narrowest of 
margins. 


From the excitement and interest of the racing Edinburgh deserved more 
credit than the score of 52-26 suggests. Still as we all know, there is precious 
little justice in the world. 


Which at long last brings us to the point of this article. A recent talking 
point amongst promoters and riders is the old subject cropping up yet once 
again that league points might advantageously be awarded on a different basis 
than the honoured 2 for a win, 1 for a draw and none for a defeat. 


There are many times when a visiting team no matter how good, no matter 
how keen it is, can be quite certain that it is going to lose the match, try as 
it will; and as speedway riders are just as human as the rest of us, there must 
similarly be occasions when the racing and the interest suffers because riders 
really have little incentive to try their hardest, risking both injury and damage, 
in an attempt to retrieve what everyone knows is an irretrievable position. 


But if league points were awarded at the rate of say, 7 for a win by 20 
points, 6 for a win by 15, 5 for a win by 10 and so on then no matter how 
assured the result, there would always be something extra for both sides to 
fight for and the league table would become more fluid than it is now, par- 
ticularly during the last few weeks of the season. 

Alternatively, it might be possible to compensate for the home advantage 
which often operates against the visitors by awarding say 7 points for every 
match but sharing them somewhat on the lines 7-0 for a 20 point win, 6-1 for 
15 points, 5-2 for 10 points, etc. 


A draw might then score 3-4, in favour of the visitors, who have pro- 
bably had a harder fight to hold the result to a draw than the home team. 


This is not put forward as a completely thought-out system, but as a 
talking point. What do you think on the terraces? Would a night’s racing 
benefit from such a system? 


Perhaps some keen statistician might like to work out what the league 
table would look like now if this proceedure had been followed from the start 
of the season. 


WIMBLEDON SPEEDWAY 


Meetings conducted by Wimbledon Speedway Ltd. 
Plough Lane, S.W.17. Tel.: WIM 5361 


SEASON 1966 





OFFICIALS 
Clerk of the Course... ee sed ... RONALD W. GREENE, M.B.E. 
Chief Pit Marshall... Rie Mh nee we a As A. CARTER 
Machine Examiner ... one see a A AS ... V. HARWOOD 
Announcer =i if Os ae ee a .. KEN TOZER 
A.C.U. Referee <5 wee an ive ae iss P. B. RYALL 
Timekeeper he ts i ie As Be aa C. BETTERIDGE 
Medical Officer a eb ... Dr. S. A. GOODWIN, M.R.C.P.. L.R.C.P 


St. John Ambulance Brigade in attendance 
This meeting is held under the Speedway Regulations of the 
Speedway Control Board. 
Track Licence No. 66/9 Permit No. S.P. 1310 
Official Track Measurement 355 yds. 


The Management reserve the right to alter this programme. Should it be neces- 
sary through any cause to abandon the meeting prior to the sixth race in the 
programme, tickets for a subsequent meeting will be issued at the exits. In no 
circumstances will any money be refunded. 


Betting is absolutely prohibited at all Speedway Meetings held at Wimbledon 
Stadium. 





Fastest Ray-Timed Race is 66.5 Seconds by Olle Nygren. 


A £1 Premium Bond voucher will be presented to each of the holders of a 

lucky numbered programme. Numbers will be announced during the 

Interval. Winners who are supporters and registered before the day of the 
meeting receive an extra £1 bonus. 


LUCKY PROGRAMME 


Ne 4371 
NUMBER 


KNOCK OUT CUP SEMI-FINAL 


16 HEATS 
WIMBLEDON v COVENTRY 
(DONS) (BEES) 
Red. Yellow Star Gold with Black Bees 


Winners of each race 3 pts.; 2nd 2 pts.; 3rd 1 pt. 
Four laps clutch start. Riders are identified by Helmet Colours 
Home Team Red and Blue. Visiting Team White and Yellow 
and Black Qurrters. 


RIDERS INDIVIDUAL SCORE CHART 














WIMBLEDON L203 4 ST, COVENTRY 12) (3.4 S20 
1. O. Nygren (C) || | | || 1. N. Boocock lfeite ws Coots es ll 
2. J. Tebby ll || 2. C. Cottrell ae a re 
3. T. Hedge n || 3. R. France I \ 
4. B. Dugard Get Bee || 4. R. Mountford(C) || { ll 
§. Riibuckhurst Moi od ht il S23. Lightfoot He eet. i Sa 
6. P. Jackson § joer, | ial GL, (Oven [esi Pe a 
7. T. Childs (R) | He 29. sHarrison CR) A) ih det eal 
8. R. Hills eae 





Team Manager: Vic Gooden§ Supplementary Reserve Team Manager: Mike Blackburn 
Vactical Substitutes : After Heat 4 a team six or more points in arrears may use a 
substitute rider. No. 7 (Reserve) may be used as a substitute at any stage irrespective 
of score. A tactical substitute may not be used to replace a Reserve. 
EVENT 1 
Points Progressive 




















Heat Helmet scored points 
No. Riders Substitute Col. Pts. Wim Cov. Wim Coy. 
Olle Nygren : | ’ 
Heat | : i 
Jim Tebby | 
Time 
Nigel Boocock | 
Col. Cottrell =a 
Trevor Hedge 
Heat 2 
Bobby Dugard 
Time 
Rick France 
ren Ron Mountford 
Jim Tebby 
Heat 3 
Tony Childs 
Time 
Col. Cottrell 
Chris Harrison 
Olle Nygren 
Heat 4 
Trevor Hedge 
Time 
Nigel Boocock 
Rick France 








— wee 
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Heat 
No. 


Riders 


Points 
scored 


Wim Cov. 


Progressive 
points 


Wim Cov. 


Helmet 


Substitute Col. Pts. 

















Reg Luckhurst ei oy | i i ! 
Heat 5 i H i i 
Peter Jackson pt omen ea ! i } 
Time ' H . 
Jim Lightfoot i .! { i i 
Les Owen i i oc ts 
Ollie Nygren ie ij t H { 
Heat 6 i i i i f 
Jim Tebby iB i i H 
Time } i H H 
Rick France Le H ! ! ! 
BE See Ron Mountford iB H aedats it } 2 esas 
aol msmerengieesnaeenmsansgeeiemesasanansins 
Trevor Hedge i. H : } ! 
Heat 7 i } i i 
Bobby Dugard Be H H H | 
Time H } | | i 
Jim Lightfoot te i H H 
anes Les Owen fs H ean ! 
Reg Luckhurst is i i } H 
Heat 8 i H ! 
Peter Jackson Be hula { { i 
Time H } ! i ! 
Nigel Boocock i : i H i 
Prick: Col. Cottrell i. we uies 
LA a a a ae) (Uo eae i nee ae 
Bobby Dugard pease see i H H 
Heat 9 H H i i 
Tony Childs i ae: H i 
Time : : 
Ron Mountford eee Soe 3) | | H 
vee | Chris Harrison } | 
soporte poetieanemenenemll ai hencendisacmnsinriasaaonsianabiameisaineonsmmeens 
Ollie Nygren i i H i 


Jim Tebby 
Jim Lightfoot 


Les Owen 











Heat 11 


Time 





INTERVAL — DRAW FOR LUCKY PROGRAMME NUMBERS 


Reg Luckhurst 
Peter Jackson 
Rick France 


Ron Mountford 
Tievor Hedge 


Bobby Dugard 
Nigel Boocock 
Col. Cottrell 

















Points Progressive 












Heat scored points 
No. Riders Pts. Wim Cov. Wim Coy. 
Reg Luckhurst i | | i 
Heat 13 
Peter Jackson 
Time 
Jim Lightfoot 
Tees (Giyet atce ieee te ee RCD SN iegsn sul th carat etme rentcanda fe enabon i cares 
Olle Nygren 
Heat 1 
Trevor Hedge 
Time 
Col. Cottrell 
ers Ron Mountford 
Jim Tebby 
Heat 15 
Peter Jackson 
Time 


Rick France 








Les Owen i ee Hey ket Pale 
Bobby Dugard 


























Heat 16 
Reg Luckhurst 
Time 
Nigel Boocock 
aa Jim Lightfoot Perel ese fh 
EVENT 2 JUNIOR SCRATCH RACE 
Roger Hill (Red) Mike Coomber (White) 
Peter Stanley (Blue) Peter Jackson (Y&B) 
Result beth. craps saeek 2M case sss nase he A aa THINS... .scncoaent 
EVENT 3 MERTON SCRATCH RACE 
Nigel Boocock (Red) Olle Nygren (White) 
Reg Luckhurst (Blue) Rick France (Y&B) 
Result AGtis.\-h sacneere 2NGMi se. cece: on SEO Mpesceten TAM. actescoeceees 
EVENT 4 CAMBRIDGE SCRATCH RACE 
Jim Tebby (Red) Tony Childs (White) 
Les Owen (Blue) Chris Harrison (Y&B) 
Result Ratvarisscees says 206s; bois cee 3rd. oo .s25e seas LIME Sa eteeanos se ot 
EVENT 5 SOUTH WIMBLEDON SCRATCH RACE 
Jim Lightfoot (Red) Trevor Hedge (White) 
Bobby Dugard (Blue) Col Cottrell (Y&B) 


Result 1G, eiedeacyaeese pits og eee ee RRIOP. ....c¢9he a ae 








KARTING AT WIMBLEDON STADIUM 


R.A.C. Steward MICHAEL STAINTON Marshals B. WHITELEGG 
Starter and Scrutineer B. BARRETT B. FRIEND 
Pit Area Officials TOM MACKRILL ROGER HUNT 
E. MUNDAY Commentator HERB CLOSIER 
DRIVERS 

KINGSTON Jim Beckley TWICKENHAM Bronco Woolf 
Red Helmets Neil Young Green Helmets Mike Stacey 
WIMBLEDON Reg Gange SURBITON John Comley 
Yellow He!mets Don Carly White Helmets Geoff Read 
MALDEN Ray Hickman RESERVES : Ed Vickery 
Blue Helmets Ron Fitter Chris Churchill 


GRID POSITIONS 


Pole 
B. Woolf R. Hickman R. Gage J. Beckley 
N. Young J. Comley 
D. Carly R. Fitter M. Stacey G. Read 


Even if both drivers in the Wimbledon Team fail to finish in either race at the last 
two speedway meetings, they have still won. There’s no one to touch them. The 
fight for sccond and third places will be between Malden and Surditon—only a couple 
of points in it. It's been the karters intention to equal the bikes’ lap times, if not 
beat them. Anyone want to lay bets we can't? I’ve a feeling that either tonight or at 
our next appearances somzone’s going to do it! 


ROPER TRY OR PR OR OO ok Ek oe ee ce 


BRITISH SPEEDWAY LEAGUE TABLE 
(Up to and including Saturday, Septem’er 24) 


Home Race Pts. § Away Race Pts. Match 
PewWe D Rho AgieewD 2. Kor Agn Pts. 
1 Coventry (1) 34 «18 0 OMe866 fae 7 1 Be 6200 1624" 51 
2 Halifax (2) 33 SG 0 3259 SOR 9° 0) 7 «(617 626" - 50 
3 Swindon (3) 32u5) tT 0 0 846 476 5 0 19 549 619 44 
4 Wimbledon (4) 33 14 0 a 690 499° 5 0-13 ‘650° [748 “38 
5 Poole (5) 3415 0 2 7734 S474 3° 2 12 5874 7354 38 
6 Newcastle (7) 3m 15 0 1 7603 4824 3 O 12 530 635 36 
7 Exeter (6) 36 15 1 27.810 S89 2 .0 16 .5824 8144 35 
8 Glasgow (8) 3416 0 Lass) 6 Sem 1° 0 169 543." 780" 34 
9 Sheffield (9) 3416 0 f 807) 6ST 0. 0 17S «534 790: 32 
10 Edinburgh (10) 33 15 0 2 7474 S764 1 O 15 488 756 32 
11 Belle Vue (14) 32 15 0 i 732) Sie 0. 0 16-498 £748. 30 
12 Whampton (11) 31 13 0 1 (614 479 i) 2° 44° 542347823 30 
13 Oxford (13) B3 13 2 2 (08) 613Nt, O 15° 494 752.30 
14 West Ham (15) 31 12 0 3 678 491 2 1 13 5844 6604 29 
15 Hackney (12) a. 1 3 “FISh 6068 ‘1017 $88" 813) 29 
16 King’s Lynn (16) 35 13 0 4 7 616 Pitre 76 529s, 8720128 
17 Newport (17) 36 13 1 5 Fide 630s 0) (OF 18: 4)S45) 1956) 95 
18 Long Eaton (18) 36 12 1 5 750 648 O O 18 536 868 25 
19 Cradley H’th (19) 33 10 0 7 659 6305.0 ©-16 479 764 20 


Figures in brackets indicate positions in last week’s table. 





END OF SEASON DANCE 


We have thought it best to change our Dance arrangements. The team 
cannot be present on 7th October as we now learn that they are racing against 
Hackney in the London Cup. The dance would not be the same without the 
lads so we have cancelled our booking at the Star and Garter and are busily 
looking around for another ballroom reasonably close to Wimbledon. 


As soon as we have found a new home to go to we shall let you all 
know in these notes and by announcements. In the meantime, those of you 
who have bought tickets, look after them carefully. You will be needing them 
soon. 


TRIPS TO HACKNEY AND BELLE VUE 


Instead of going dancing, we are organising a coach trip to Hackney this 
Friday, 7th October. The coaches will leave Wimbledon Stadium at 6 p.m. 
The fare is 5/6 each and bookings are now being taken in the Supporters’ 
kiosks around the stadium. 


There are still places available on our Belle Vue coaches. We have given 
you details of the entertainment to be provided twice already so we shall just 
limit ourselves to repeating : 

Saturday, 22nd October, leaving here at 12.15 p.m. 35s. for adults, 25s. for 
children, fun for everyone. 


AND—ON THE SUBJECT OF “FUN” 


We get a great kick out of our coach trips. They are not just journeys 
from here to there, they are social occasions, and we enjoy ourselves enor- 
mously. For those who have not yet tried one, we recommend this medicine to 
you. 

A large part of the success can be put down to the wonderful coach 
drivers who really put a tremendous effort into each trip, and H. R. Richmond 
Ltd., the coach owners. Laid on for us always are excellent, clean, up to date 
coaches, well decorated in our red and yellow colours proclaiming to the 
world that ‘‘ the Dons are coming.” 


Thank you, H. R. Richmond Ltd. and thank you, our favourite drivers, 
for a job done well, with a right good will. 








22 Ferguson House, Blackheath Hill, $.£.10. 


Dear Mr. Greene, : 

At first when it was proposed to change over Wimbledon Speedway nights 
from Mondays to Saturdays, I wrote to you stating that it would be inconvenient 
for a lot of supporters, and that the usual Mondays would probably be more 
popular. 

Your recent: statement in the programme of falling gates would seem to bear 
out my opinion, therefore would it not be wise to revert to Monday nights 
again? 

Yours sincerely, 
A. W. BULLOCK 


Possibly, but this season our Saturday attendances have been consistently 
higher than our Monday attendances. That does not prove anything, of course, 
but it does give a clue to our Patrons’ preferences. We are certainly not pig- 
headed about it, we should like to hear Supporters views on this matter. In fact 
there are not many more chances to publish letters giving your points of view 
before next season’s fixture list begins to be put together. What sort of meetings 
do you want? Is Saturday really inconvenient for many of you? 


Wimbledon, S.W.19. 
Dear Editor, 

Some of our crowds this year have been smaller than we are used to seeing 
at Wimbledon. Is it my imagination, or have the small crowds been on the 
nights that the Visiting team has travelled from a long way away? 

Our last meeting, against Edinburgh, was a case in point. Perhaps our 
interest can be measured by the distance that the visitors travel. Large crowds for 
local derbies, small crowds for “ other side of the world” events. 

I have a feeling that, from the points of view of supporters, promoters and 
tiders, the present British League is too large, too spread out over the country. 

I suggest that during the winter the powers that be consider re-arranging 
the teams into two leagues, dividing the participants more or less on a geo- 
graphical basis, with some exchanging of (willing) riders to make the new leagues 
into two closely fought battlegrounds. j 

I am sure that this would help a little to build up crowds. It would certainly 
help to reduce team travel expenses and travel weariness. One very important 
point—it would reduce the number of each team’s league fixtures and thereby 
leave more space in fixture lists for Open Meetings. That means ‘better, closer 
racing, fewer “ Whitewashings”” and perhaps higher points money for riders. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Name and Address supplied) 


A good idea, we say. In fact it sums up our own views on this matter fairly 
precisely. It is very encouraging to have nineteen teams entered in league 
speedway, with others trying to get in next season. But why should they all 
race one another? We do‘not favour a “ best league” and a “second best league ” 
—that is not our idea at all We do favour a “ good Northern league” and an 
“equally good Southern ledgue” with inter-league challenge matches between 
representative teams. What do the fans think should be the pattern of 1967 
Speedway?—Ed. 





Our Next Meeting - This Saturday 
8th October at 7.45 


DONS VY SHEFFIELD 


in a British League Match 


plus 


the Midland Sidecar Racing Team 








“DONS” 1966 Fixture List and Results 


Date Home to Result 
Sat. Apr. 2 E.E.T. Hackney 57-21 
Mon i IL S.t. West Ham 40-38 
Sat. » 16 B.L. Cradley Heath 45-32 
E Fre) » Newport 46-32 
30: » Oxford 43-35 
Mon. May 9 » Halifax 46-32 
Sat. » (14 » Glasgow 48-30 
= » 21 QR. World 
Championship 
Mon » 30 O.M. Internationale 
Sat. June 4 B.L. Wolverh’pt’n 51-27 
i » Il Bal. West Ham 40-33 
; als Swindon 36-42 
Mon. ed World Championship 
British Final 
Sat. July 2 B.L. Exeter 44-34 
D pe 19 gy | Hackney 45-33 
3 » 16 , Belle Vue 48-30 
Mon » 25 K.O. Swindon 50-46 
Sat. » 30 B.L. King’s Lynn 56-22 
x Aug. 6 _,. Coventry Postponed 
ie » 13 LC. West Ham 49-47 
re 1 620 » Hackney 52-44 
Mon » 29 B.L. Coventry 44-34 
fF Sept. 5 C.M. The Laurels 
Sat. » 10 B.L. Newcastle 47-31 
3 Pane ly! » Long Eaton 51-27 
Mon cae . Edinburgh 52-26 
Mon. Oct. 3 K.O. Coventry 
‘ » 8  B.L. Sheffield 
Mon » 7 K.O. Final or West Ham 
ne » 24 B.L. Poole 


Firework Display 


1 


Date 

Mon. Apr. 4 B.L. 
Fri. tee D, En Ende 
Tue Wilke oi Ses 
Sat. May 7 B.L. 
” a» 28 mJ 
Fri June 3 % 
Wed- » 8 KO 
Thur Oe BE 
Tue. we 44 ‘ 
Sat. 3 2S se 
Thur. July 7 Pe 
Fri. weeks o 
Tue. » 2 Aa 
Sat. ~ 28 ey 
Fri. Aug. 12 K.O 
Tue ie) LOSES 
Fri. aE BE, 
Sat. eo Dae 
Fri. Sept. 2 " 
Wed. iiiary Tass 
Mon mela 
Fri. We aoe | 
Sat. 24 


Away to Resuit 
Exeter 46-30 
Hackney 37-41 
West Ham 42-36 
Swindon 43-38 
Belle Vue 40-38 
Hackney 36-42 

. Kings Lynn = 43-53 
. Sheffield 41-3? 
West Ham 36-42 
Coventry 42-36 
Oxford 40-37 
Wolverh’pton 42-36 
Long Eaton 34-44 
Cradley Heath 37-41 
. Hackney 47-49 
. West Ham 53-43 
Newport 43-35 
Halifax 46-32 
Kings Lynn 35-43 
Poole 49-28 
Newcastle 47-30 
Glasgow 48-29 
Edinburgh 43-35 


Fri. Oct. 7 LC. Hackney 


Abbreviations : 


B.L.—British League 


L.C.—London Cup 


S.T.—Supporters Trophy 
E.E.T.Easter Egg Trophy 
K.O.—Knock-out Cup 
O.M.—Open Meeting 


Noble Press. Ltd.. 


38. Lower Richmond Road, S.W ts 


